Ashes Spreading – Short Memorial Service

Good morning/ afternoon, may I welcome you to The XXXXX Stadium, here at XXXXX, Home to the XXXXXXX.

My name is XXXXXX XXXXXand I am Chaplain to the XXXXXXXX  - - - If you would be so kind to mute your phones at this time.

We are gathered here today to remember and say our farewells to ……….., beloved husband, father…….and friend. 
Lets us prayer: 
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you that each one of us are unique and special and that we have the opportunity to live the life we have received. Father God, you are ever more willing to listen than we are to pray. We now take this opportunity to remember and thank you for all those who have brought us, love and joy into our lives and who have enriched them. At times we find it hard to be parted from those whom we love and today we have come to remember and thank you for the life of XXXXXX and for the memories we have of him. Help us today to pay fitting tribute to his memory and to look back on his life with a sense of great gratitude. Father, we turn to you now and to your word, so that you may renew our strength and our hope and may we be evermore mindful of your presence. I pray that each and every individual will experience a sense of your peace and draw comfort from today’s proceedings, in Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

We choose now to focus on those positive memories of XXXXXX, and in doing so, we are thankful for the good times, remembering in an instance things like a smile, a look, a great conversation. Though we may grieve, we accept and hold on to our memories of them as precious gift. You may be separated from XXXXXX physical presence but may you take comfort in knowing that he continues to live on in your hearts and minds. 

XXXXXX is a fitting place, where you can take joy and solace when recalling times with XXXXX loved one.

Please join me in a brief moment of silent and reflection, take a moment to savour the sounds all around us, to reflect on the those happy moments you shared with XXXXXX.
(one minute of silence/settling in)
Reading: 
Often, solace can be found in times such as this, in the beauty Gods Scripture. 
In Psalm 23, we read:

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: 
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)
As you have now come to spread XXXXXX ashes, we have taken time to recognise the love he shared with you and take comfort in the knowledge he will live on in our hearts and minds. 

Family spread their loved ones ashes

It’s a reminder that life is oh so short and eternity is forever let this reminder encourage each one of us to consider the life we lead and the legacy that we will leave.

Lets us prayer: 
Dear Heavenly Father, we give you praise, honour & glory because of your great love for us. Gracious God, whose purpose for all people is one of good, we thank you that you sent your son Jesus Christ to die for us and that he rose again, his cross declares your love to be without limit, his resurrection, that death our last enemy is doomed, by his victory we are assured of the promise that you will never leave nor forsake us, that neither death nor life, things present, nor things to come; can separate us from your love. We are grateful for all those who have departed this life, having impacted our lives in a positive way. We especially remember XXXXX with gratitude for his life and his service, each one of us recalling in a moment what he meant to us. We are grateful for all he accomplished, and all that he was to those who loved him. We thank you for him, as we take solace in knowing we have now spread his ashes, here, his final resting place.
