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Entry Procession: 

Music – Tra la la
Scripture readings:
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me, will live even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” (John11:25,26)

Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted. (Matthew 5:5)

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1)

Weeping may endure for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning. (Psalm 30:5)

Welcome & Preface by minister:

Good afternoon, may I take this opportunity to give everyone a warm welcome on behalf of the XXXX family. We have come today to celebrate, give thanks and praise for the life of XXXXXXXX, know to most as Fred or Freddy. We have come to pray for the peace, comfort and strength, that God promises to give. We have come to affirm the Christian conviction that death is not the end – but a new beginning.

Prayer / moment’s reflection:
Lets us prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you that each one of us are unique and special and that we have the opportunity to live the life we have received. Father God, you are ever more ready to hear than we are to pray- our refuge and strength, a helper close at hand in times of trouble. We thank you for all those who have brought us, joy and love into our lives and have enriched them. We find it hard to be parted from those whom we love and today we have come to give expression to our sense of loss BUT more importantly we have come to thank you for and celebrated the life of XXXXX and for the happy memories we have of him. Help us today to pay fitting tribute to his memory and to look back on his life with a sense of great gratitude. Father, we turn to you now and to your word, so that you may renew our strength and our hope and may we be ever mindful of your presence. I pray that each and every individual will experience a sense of your peace and draw comfort from today’s celebration service, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

The Ministry of the Encouragement:

I’m just going to read a number of different portions of scripture; I pray and hope you will be encouraged, edified and draw comfort from them.

Who, shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. (Romans 8:28)

…Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails…
…Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.(1Cor 13:1-13)

Then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 55"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:55-57)

"... Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14: 1-6)

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Eulogy: by Pastor Warren Evans
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
I would like us now to take a moment & give us all the opportunity to go through that door in your memory marked with XXXX name on it, for some that door will have husband, dad, brother, granddad and for others friend. As you go through that door, recall those happy memories, the good times, his smile, his affection and reflect on them and be grateful for them. 
Let’s go through that door right now as we take a few moments to reflect and be grateful for those good times. 
PAUSE – Give people a couple of minuets

Lets stand and sing: XXXXXXX
Ministers Address: by Pastor Warren Evans

And as we say our good byes to XXX, we realise he will never really leave us because he continues to live on in our hearts and minds but this may be a good and fitting opportunity for us to reflect on our own lives and to consider what we live for, it also may be the right time for some to say our hello’s to God. 

John 14:1 Jesus said: "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me…” 
This is a powerful scripture because it gives us so much to be hopeful and expectant about; the creator of the universe say’s today, “trust in me”. 

John 14: continue in verse 2 to say: 

2In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 

God wants to prepare a place for you and me.

And I want to challenge us about the path we may be on and our final destination, we need to recognise that life, really is very short and eternity is forever.

John 3:16… For God so loved the world, For God so loved YOU that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life. 

John 10:9 Jesus said: “I am the door, if anyone enters by Me, he will be saved…”
This is the reality that must take place in each one our lives, if we are to be properly prepared for and to deal with, not only XXXX death, but also own and others. For when we understand this we will be fully prepared and then the truth becomes a reality for us, that death will have truly lost its sting.

Heaven is truly wonderful place of eternal beauty and rest. Revelation 21:4 “And God will wipe away every tear, from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
Let this heavenly reality fill your hearts with hope in the midst of the grief that you may be experiencing over the loss of XXXX. I would encourage you to ask God to comfort you and give you his peace, he will be there with you, he is a faithful and loving God.

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to reap, a time to take and a time to heal, a time to knock down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to embrace and a time to with hold, a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, Time for love and for peace.

Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)

I hope that each and every person will be able to take comfort from today, I pray you will experience a sense of God’s peace and strength to enable you through this season of your life. 

XXXX has left his mark, his legacy in the hearts and minds of all of us here. He is at his final destination, what will be said of you, do you have any assurance?.

We all will leave a legacy, what legacy are we going to leave and what will your final destination be?

Let us pray: 
Dear Heavenly Father, we give you praise, honour & glory because of your great love for us. Gracious God, whose purpose for all people is one of good, we thank you that you sent your son Jesus Christ to die for us and that he rose again, his cross declares your love to be without limit, his resurrection, that death our last enemy is doomed, by his victory we are assured of the promise that you will never leave nor forsake us, that neither death nor life, things present, nor things to come; can separate us from your love. 

We are grateful for all those who have departed this life, having impacted our lives in a positive way. We especially remember XXXX with gratitude for his life and his service, each one of us recalling in a moment what he meant to us. We are grateful for all he accomplished, and all that he was to those who loved him. We thank you for him, his sorrow and sickness are now ended, death itself has passed, and knowing you are a gracious and loving God - today we commend him into your sure keeping. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

The Lords Prayer:
Let’s us say The Lords prayer together:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen.

Thank you on behalf of the family:

On behalf of the family I would just like to take this opportunity to thank all of XXXX family, friends & neighbours and co-workers for your friendship, love, support, cards and kind words. 

Any gifts given today will be going to support the work of the XXXXXXXX.
The family would also like to welcome everyone to join them after this celebration service at The XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
COMMITTAL: 
Just before we close this celebration service - Please can we all stand.

Words of committal: 
As we now commit XXXX body for cremation, we have taken time to recognise the love he shared with us and take comfort in the knowledge he will live on in our hearts and minds. 

For as much as it has pleased the Almighty God, in his great mercy we now commend XXXXXXXXXXX into your care & sure keeping. I now commit his body to be cremated; ashes to ashes, dust to dust, trusting in the eternal love and compassion of my God, Amen.

Exit: Music
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